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Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) has become an increasingly 
important issue. In Canada and internationally there is an emerging 
emphasis on the importance of providing high quality ECEC programs for 
children in the years before they enter kindergarten (age 5). The Thematic 
Review provides a comprehensive review of what ECEC systems look like 
in 20 OECD countries. It offers country-specific recommendations and 
highlights best practices in program design and delivery. Successful 
programs, locally and nationally, have increasingly been highlighted to 
advocate the benefits of investing in public programs for 3-and 4-year-olds. 
The last ten years have shown the need for Canada to develop a 
coordinated and adequately funded approach to ECEC programs  
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